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The Fierce Green Fire 
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program 
Volume 2, Issue 6 
Santee Cooper Summer Internship by Bedford Wooten, ’12    
     Over the summer I had a 
wonderful opportunity to take part 
in the Santee Cooper Environmental 
Internship Program in Moncks 
Corner, South Carolina.  I was 
among eleven individuals selected to 
participate in the two-month 
program.  Most of the other interns 
were from Clemson University, two 
were from USC and one from 
Morris College.  We had no idea 
what we were getting into, but by 
the end of the summer we had 
become the best of friends while 
learning the many aspects of Santee 
Cooper’s programs.  We also 
developed friendships and 
partnerships with the Santee Cooper 
staff, especially our advisors.   
     At first I was unaware of how 
extensively Santee Cooper is 
involved in the state of South 
Carolina.  It is one of our biggest 
producers of electricity, along with 
Duke Energy and Progress Energy.  
We were able to visit all sorts of their 
facilities, from the Winyah Coal 
Generating station to the depths of 
the Hydro Generating plant under 
Lake Moultrie.  We each rotated 
through different areas of the 
company every two weeks.  I studied 
right-of-way management by 
controlling the growth of vegetation 
under the power lines, property 
management by maintaining the 
areas around Lakes Moultrie and 
Marion, and vector management by 
studying the mosquito populations 
around the lakes.  One of the 
highlights was taking an elevator six 
hundred feet up to the top of one of 
the stacks at the Cross Generation 
Station in Moncks Corner.   
     By the end I had learned a great 
deal about Santee Cooper, and how 
their hard work benefits both the 
community and the environment. 
         
 
 
Bedford Wooten, ’12 during 
his summer environmental 
internship with Santee 
Cooper. 
Wooten with a fellow intern in 
the field. 
Bedford Wooten with group of 
interns and employees from 
Santee Cooper. 
  




Upcoming Events and Opportunities 
GRAD SCHOOL PROFILE: 
Clemson University – Environmental Engineering and Earth Sciences 
      Clemson’s graduate program in Environmental 
Engineering and Earth Sciences (EEES) offers three 
programs in Environmental Engineering & Science, 
Biosystems Engineering, and Hydrogeology.   
     All three programs offer a MS degree. A MEng 
degree is also offered in Environmental Engineering 
& Science, and a PhD degree can be earned in 
Environmental Engineering & Science, or 
Biosystems Engineering. 
     The school’s website states, “We recognize that 
today’s students need to balance a scientific 
understanding of natural systems and processes with 
the ability to realistically evaluate and design for the 
role of people in these systems.  Clemson meets this 
challenge by offering students the opportunity to 
integrate scientific and engineering perspectives 
through our diverse range of MS, MEng, and PhD 
programs.” 
    The program is consistently ranked in the top 25 
by US News and World Report and today has more 
than 1000 graduates in the US and around the world. 
Visit http://www.clemson.edu/ces/eees/ for more 
information. 
  
November 11th Natural Science Seminar Series: USC Upstate will host this series at 5:00pm in Tukey 
Theater.  Tonight’s topic is Responses of Australian Freshwater Turtles to Drought and 
Urbanization by UNC Pembroke professor, Dr. John Roe. 
Black Science Annex Courtyard: Your help is needed in the courtyard of the 
Environmental Studies Department.   Please come by any time and pull some weeds 
in the garden (especially the brick patio).  Thanks! 
  
Each Saturday in 
October  
Hub City Farmer’s Market: Each Saturday, 8:00am-noon, located at the Magnolia 
Street Train Depot (just 2 blocks from campus).  Shop for locally grown, seasonal 
fruits and vegetables, and much more.  Visit www.hubcityfm.org. 
 
  
Spartanburg B-cycle: Partners for Active Living has set up new self-service bike rental 
stations (B-stations) on the Rail Trail and in Morgan Square.  Rent a bike for as little 
as $5/24 hours. See their website for additional membership options, www.active-
living.org.   
 October 15th Fall Foliage Kayaking at Croft State Park:  Spartanburg Parks will host kayaking 
tours on Lake Craig.  Three one-hour tours are being offered at 11:00am, 12:30pm, 
and 2:00pm.  Fee: $10 per person with all proceeds going to Friends of Croft.  Contact 
Jenna Walker (804-5815 or jenna.walker@spartanburgparks.org) by 10/13 to preregister. 
 Ongoing 
October 31st Deadline for South Carolina Wildlife Federation Scholarships:  Two South 
Carolina students studying environmental education in South Carolina schools of 
higher education will each be awarded a $500 scholarship in December 2011.  
Contact Dr. Savage if you are interested in applying for this educational grant. 
November 12th Wild & Scenic Film Festival:  Presented by Upstate Forever and Chapman Cultural 
Center to raise awareness of environmental issues and the importance of clean air 
and water in the upstate. Doors open at 12:00pm with door prizes and gear 
giveaways.  Ticket price: $10, available at Upstate Forever, 327-0090, or David W. 
Reid Theater lobby the day of the event. 
October 22nd Converse College Computer Recycling Day:  9:00am-3:00pm. Recycle your 
computer components, including hard drives, monitors ($8), mice, cables, fax 
machines, telephones/cell phones, scanners. Any metal or electronics, except for 
TVs. Questions? Contact Technical Knock Out, (205)451-0180 or www.technicalko.net. 
